
Working within a roadside
Depending on the activity, you may need a permit from Council or 
another authority to undertake works on a roadside. Sites may need 
to be assessed by Council to guide recommendations and permit 
conditions to ensure that vegetation quality is protected. It is important 
to understand your responsibilities as a landholder to avoid potential 
fines or prosecution.

A list of the most common activities and their requirements is provided 
below. Refer to Council’s Roadside Conservation Management Plan 
at www.wangaratta.vic.gov.au for a detailed list of requirements for 
specific activities. 

We can all help to conserve our precious remnant roadside vegetation 
by following these guidelines.

Firewood collection
Collection of firewood from reserves and roadsides managed by 
Council and Regional Roads Victoria is not allowed due to liability, 
legislative and environmental risks and penalties do apply for illegal 
collection. 

Fallen timber and decomposing wood provides habitat, food and 
shelter for many types of native animals and is important for weed 
suppression, erosion control and nutrient cycling. Without an intact 
ground layer many species will not survive.

Residents of the Rural City of Wangaratta can purchase a permit to 
collect firewood when available from one of our two firewood depots. 
Firewood at the depots has been sustainably sourced with timber 
salvaged from storm events, council works, and plantation timber. 
Supply is limited. Check the Council website for details.

Slashing 
Slashing and mowing adjacent to your property does not need consent 
from Council, however you should seek advice when slashing on Very 
High and High conservation value roadsides. 

Council Officers can provide advice on suitable times and techniques 
for slashing to manage pasture grasses and avoid damage to any native 
vegetation, including native grasses and herbs.
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